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Backyard Meadows 
A Beautiful Way to Engage in Environmental Stewardship 
Karen Kurtyka 

Why Meadows? 
   If you are a homeowner, you probably already have a kind of meadow on your propertyña 
lawn.  But what does this highly specialized version of a natural ecosystem contribute to the  
environment?  In many cases, lawns require frequent mowing and watering, and occasional  
application of fertilizers or pesticides to keep them looking green.  Plus, a lawn may not provide 
adequate drainage of rainwater or may be otherwise poorly suited to wet conditions. 
 
   Meadows, on the other hand, tolerate poor soil and rarely require fertilizers or pesticides.  Once  
established, they need little maintenanceñjust one mowing per year on average. Most importantly, 
meadows have a much greater ecological value compared to the average lawn.   

Continued on page 4 

The Economics of  Open Space  
Can we afford NOT to preserve Open Space? 
 
   Very few today dispute the value of preserved open space in protecting the rural personality of 
Harding Township. Most would also agree that preserved open space is an effective way of  
protecting water resources from excessive runoff and to ensure adequate ground water recharge 
for wells. Most would agree that substituting open space preservation for development is a wise 
long-range choice for an even longer list of feel-good reasons. 
 
   In the past, Harding citizens have voiced the value of open space preservation to them by voting 
overwhelmingly with their pocketbooks in support of a dedicated tax to purchase and preserve 
open space. 
 
   But, in challenging economic times, the aesthetic and environmental values of open space  
preservation have to answer to the harsher realities of competing financial priorities. Clearly now is 
such a time and comparative economic value is the tension point. The current reality is that open 
space preservation needs to make its case in economic terms as well as environmental, and actually 
it does so quite well. 
 
   Many of us have heard reference to numerous studies that have shown that using development 
to control taxes is exactly the wrong strategy. These studies have found that development increases 
the tax burden on all citizens by as much as $1.25 for each dollar of additional tax because of the 
increase demand for municipal services, e.g., safety, administration and schools. 
 
   Conversely, preserved open space contributes to the enhancement of property value, which  
supports a stable and strong local tax base.   This may be due to aesthetic reasons, environmental 
and recreational opportunities, or in some cases maybe even increased demand for housing.  In 
New Jersey, a 1997 study showed that for every $1 in open space there was a subsequent $13  
increase in housing value.        Continued on page 4 

Preserving and protecting our open spaces and natural places since 1990 
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   Presidentõs Message 

Update on the Garden State Preservation Trust Ballot 
Question 

   On November 3, 2009, your vote can help 
Harding Land Trust carry on its mission of 
preservation. 
 
   The Garden State Preservation Trust 
(GSPT) is the financing authority that funds 
the stateõs Green Acres and Farmland  
Preservation programs, and the NJ Historic 
Trust. Projects include preserving open space, 
historic sites, parks, and working farms in the 
face of overdevelopment in New Jersey.  Early 
this August, Governor Corzine appropriated 
the last of 2007õs voter-approved funds.   
Without more funding, land trusts, counties 
and municipalities will not be able to receive 
GSPT grants for purchasing more open space. 
The ballot this November will ask New Jersey 
residents whether they want to renew funding 
for the GSPT.  Since 1961, voters have  
approved every single ballot initiative for  
funding open space preservationña trend we 
hope to continue this year.   
    

   With land prices low, the $400 million dollar 
bond comes at a critical time for counties,  
municipalities, and land trusts.  Past funding 
from GSPT, through Green Acres grants, 
made it possible for Harding Township and 
the Land Trust to purchase such iconic  
properties as Glen Alpin, Margetts Field, and 
Waterman Meadow.  Another òyesó vote will 
protect even more precious farmland, forest,  
meadows, and wetlands in Harding. 
 
   For more information, visit the GSPT  
website at www.state.nj.us/gspt and please 
support this important measure on Nov. 3. 

 

Dear Friend, 
 
   This is the first issue of our new bi-annual newsletter òGatewaysó, one     
of the benefits of your membership with the Harding Land Trust.  We 
hope you find the articles informative and we welcome your  
suggestions and comments. 
 
   As most of you know, our stated mission is to acquire, conserve and 
manage scenic, natural and historic lands in Harding Township in order 
to maintain the existing rural character of the Town for present and  

future generations.  We view our organization as carrying on the land  con-
servation tradition of the townshipõs nineteenth and twentieth century estate owners and farm-
ers.  Since 1990, we have acquired over 290 acres of scenic and environmentally sensitive land. 
 
   We rely on the contributions of our members to fund our operating and stewardship  
expenses.  We have a terrific board of your Harding neighbors, and along with our Executive 
Director Tina Bologna and her staff, are working diligently on your behalf each day to preserve 
and steward the open space in town we all appreciate so much. 
 
   In the past year, we have preserved the beautiful von Zuben tract at the corner of Blue Mill 
and James Street, one of the major ògatewaysó to Harding Township.  Currently, we are in  
active discussions with a number of large landowners interested in conserving their land.  If you, 
or someone you know, may be interested in preserving a part of their property, please  
contact Tina Bologna or a board member. 
 
We invite you to come down to our office at 110 Harter Road to meet our staff, ask questions or 
see how you can get more involved.  Most of all, we wish to thank you for your continued  
support! 

Harding Land Trust  
P.O. Box 576 

110 Harter Road 

New Vernon, NJ 07976 

 

Phone: 973-267-2515 

Fax: 973-267-2517 

hardinglandtrust.org 
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Looking for a Volunteer  
Opportunity? 

 
 
 
Attention Boy and Girl Scouts, students, and 
people of any age who would like to help out: 
please contact Tina Bologna at  
973-267-2515 to discuss project needs. 

Tom MacCowatt 
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   Development Update 

Stewardship Update 
HLT Develops Land Management Plans for Conservation Properties 
Tina Bologna, Executive Director 

   Land ownership is a great privilege and 
responsibility.  At Harding Land Trust, a 
good deal of our time and resources are 
used to care for and manage the lands we 
own.  As our property inventory increases, 
it has become necessary to be more  
systematic in our approach to stewardship.  
The Land Trust is now working to develop 
Management Plans for every preserve. 
 
   Karen Kurtyka joined the Harding Land 
Trust as an intern this summer through a 
jointly funded position between Harding 
Open Space Trust and the Land Trust to 
lead this process.  Karen is a recent  
graduate of Drew University and worked at 
the Land Trust last summer to assist in 
monitoring and stewardship activities.  
With Karenõs help this summer, we have 
developed draft management plans for four 
properties that are co-owned with Harding 
Township.  
 

   A management plan sets forth the direc-
tion for each property and ensures that the 
unique and important ecological, scenic, 
cultural and recreational resources are  
preserved and enhanced to the maximum 
extent possible.  Much thought and care is 
called for in the creation of a sound  
management plan that benefits the public 
and is in harmony with the Land Trust  
resources and mission.  Some of the  
management objectives have been defined 
by the original land owners who have  
donated all or a portion of the property to 
the Land Trust.  As such, the conservation 
agreement may have included specific  
practices to manage the property for  
wildlife habitat or to preserve a scenic vista.  
As we identify management goals and  
practices for each property, we frequently 
seek external input from agencies such as 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
other experts in academia and other  
conservation organizations. 

Harding Land Trust is working with the 
Harding Open Space Trust and the  
Township Committee to finalize the  
management objectives for four co-owned 
properties: Waterman Meadow, Silver 
Brook Greenway/OõConnor, Glen Alpin, 
and the newly acquired von Zuben  
preserve.  The Draft Management Plans 
will be presented at a public meeting later 
this fall where we will seek input from 
neighbors, volunteers, and other interested 
members of the public. 

   The Development Committee is  

responsible for all activities related to  

producing income to cover the operating 

expenses of the Harding Land Trust.  Our 

principal income derives from annual 

membership dues and proceeds from  

special events. 
 

   With regard to fundraising, each fall an 

appeal letter is sent to all residents of 

Harding Township encouraging them to 

support the Land Trust through an annual 

membership donation.  A follow-up letter 

is sent in the spring for residents who  

prefer donating at that time of year.   

Members also receive invitations to  

upcoming special events and a biannual 

newsletter with valuable information about 

whatõs going on in the town and how it 

impacts their property and quality of life.  

Please watch for this yearõs appeal letter 

which you should receive in the mail in 

October. 

   Our most recent special event was a 

house tour, òLovely Places for Open 

Spacesó, held on Monday, June 8, 2009. 

Over 400 participants toured five very  

special, beautiful homes and gardens. 

Lunch and boutiques were also available to 

those who attended.  This yearõs tour was 

an overwhelming success and raised over 

$42,000. We wish to thank Andrew  

Boszhardt, Mary Ann and Anthony 

Ehinger, Marie and Joe Melone, Kathleen 

and Geoff Synder and Lisa and Brian  

Thebault for their generosity in opening 

their homes for our tour. We hope you will 

mark your calendars now to attend our 

next special house tour to be held on  

June 6, 2011. 

 

   Without the support of the residents of 

Harding Township, the Land Trust would 

not be able to reach its goal of preserving, 

protecting and maintaining the scenic and 

natural resources  of our beautiful town. 

 

Every year the Harding Land Trust solicits 
pledges for the Harding Harriersña group 

of 8th grade students at the Harding 
Township School that conducts an annual 
bird count on Land Trust properties.  This 

year $1,300 was raised to support the 
schoolõs Jim Stamey Memorial Bird  

Garden. 

Cathy Herbst is Vice President of Development for Harding Land Trust. 

Did You Know? 
 
Every year Harding Land Trust Board 
Members visit all easements and fee 
owned properties.  During the site visit, 
information about the propertyõs  
condition and plant and animal life are 
recorded. 


